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Keshav Swami and Jayaram Swami, Narasinha Saraswati and
Rangnath Swaini, Qiokhamela and the two potters, Narahari
Sonar and Savtia Mali, Bahiram Bhat and Ganesh Nath, Janardan-
pant and Mudhopant, and many others that might be cited, furnish
an array which testifies to the superior efficacy of this movement
in Maharashtra. The Brahmans in these parts furnished a much
larger proportion of saints and prophets than was the case in any
of the other parts of India where the Kshatriya and Vaishya castes
furnished a much larger contingent than the Brahmans.
As is the case with all biographies of saints, the popular imagi-
nation attributes to these persons wonderful and miraculous
powers, notably those of raising the dead to life, healing the sick
and feeding the hungry. The stories which are told of the way
in which they were helped by supernatural agency in their mission
of love may or may not be accepted in these days of vigilant
criticism. As Mr. Lecky has remarked, it is the atmosphere of
child-like credulity which predisposes men to require and accept
these wonders and miracles as events of ordinary occurrence. The
saints and prophets themselves did not claim miraculous powers.
They were meek and suffering men who placed their trust in Pro-
vidence, and their trust was justified beyond their expectations,
often-times to their own surprise. The moral interest of these
biographies centres, however, not in their miraculous feats, but in
their struggles, and in the testimony their lives afforded in vindica-
tion of the eternal verities of the moral law and man's higher
spiritual life. It is with this aspect of their life that we are more
immediately concerned in the sequel, and we hope to show that
in this respect the work they accomplished was priceless and bless-
ed beyond aH comparison.
There is a curious parallel between the history of the Reforma-
tion movement in Western Europe and the stru^e represented by
the lives and teachings and writings of these saints and prophets
who flourished about the same time in Maharashtra, The European
reformers of the sixteenth century protested strongly against the
authority claimed by the priests and the clergy with the Roman
Bishop at their head. The clergy and die Pope represented a tradi-
tion of authority which had come down from the remote past,
and had done signal service1 in its own time in humanizing and
civilizing the hordes of the barbarian conquerors who devastated
the Roman provinces. In course of time, the priests, instead of
being the servants, claimed to be masters and rulers, with temporal
and spiritual powers, and intermediaries between God and man.
Hie exercise of this intercession was hedged round by numberless
rites and ceremonies, and in course of time many abuses crept in